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A norrisry affair has just oc-
curred at Leary, Ga. The
store of M. Whittlikins was
burned, he was found laying
near the front door, bumed to
a-crisp, pistul in hand and skull

‘crushed.

Tre Denison News reports
the death of Dr. McBride, the
“king of pain” man. He died
recently at Chicago of consump-
tion. The doctor was a noted
character and was well known
throughout the State.

Gex. Sueruax and party ar-
rived at Atlanta on the 2gth.
Several thousand persons gath-
ered at the depot; they went
out of curiosity. There were no
cheers nor signs of disapproba-

tion. It was a quiet reception.
e

Ovre -Gity clergymen have
been found guilty of erimes in
the United States in the last
year. Such is an item that is
now going the rounds. Clergy-
men after all are human; there
are black sheep in every flock.

A WasHixerox special to the
Neves siys Judge Reagan in the
democratic caucus spoke strong-
ly of making a direct issuc with
the money power and corpora-
tions, andalse for reduction of
the tarifl,. His speech was ap-
plauded.

-

Migsaat Jack Wharlon, of
New Orleans, continues making
arrests in varicus parishes of
parties against whom true bills
have been found by the United
States grand jury. ‘One hun-
dred prisoners are expected in
a few days.

Tnr Victoria Advocate re-
marks that Col. Oppenheimer,

{like the Duke of Buckingham,

is still in'the ficld. The mean-
ing of all this is that the colonel
is a live business man who
knows exactly how to advertise
and dovs it.

Tes New York San says the
body of A. T. Stewart has been
recovered. The sum of §50,.-
©00 was paid cash on delivery,

|2nd in accordance with agree-

ment entered into beforehand,
no questions wereasked. This
story may or may not be true.

Tue teller committee has
concluded its investigation at
Charleston. Colored democrats
testified to the existence of a
large number of democrats of
their race in Charleston and to
assaults made upon them by
their own peaple.

Tug bill reported for the sup-
pression of (ramps is almost
identical with the law of New
Hampshire. In that stateit has
been found very efiective. The
tramp nuisance is one which
should be abolished and the pro-
posed bill, it is said, will effect-
ually accomplish the purpose.

-

Mewupnis, Tenn,, as an incor-
porated city, has ceased to  ex-
ist. The legislature has passed
a bill repealing the charter of
the city and remanding it to the
territory of Tennessee, Alocal

government and taxation are
provided for.

- _—

ApverTising in Houston is a
sweet business. A grocer had
a lot of honey on hand that was
not going off readily. He ad-
vertised the honey in the Zefi-
gram and sold 235 pails Lthe first
day the ad appeared. He now
believes in advertising.

Tue Buofialo compress at
FHouston is a paying institution.
It was crected a year agoata
cost of £30,000. It is estimated
that by the 1st of Febraary it
will have made money enough

to pay for the compress over |

and above the expenses of run-
g 1k
- —

Tae A
says:

The Texas papers generally
are making very tart comments
on the tragedy that occurred
here under the very shadow of
the Capitol last week.

It occurs to the Basses that
the Texas papers generally arc
correct in this respect.

A rEW days ago a special
through train was cent from San
Francisco to New York. It
consisted of an engine and six
cars and was billed as six cars
of silk worms. There wasn't a
sills worm on the train, but there
was $18,000,000 in pold bars
consigned to tﬁ!rha.nkmg house
of the Roihschildss !
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the Dallas Hearald,
as hard to get hold of as eve
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It ismuch more dj
the Pleasanton Jo
vict a man of cri
than it is for
the kingdom
do not like toa
fact stares us so
face that we are compelied to.

Ox December 31, 1878 there
was on hand 1738 convicts be-
ionging to the state penitentiary.
Of these there was employed on
railreads 182; wood chopping
299; saw mill 18; sugar and
cotton plantations o16,and with-
in the walls in various occupa-
tions '{_‘3._-_-. ey o

Piceox catching in the Tern-
tory proved rather disastrous. It
seems that four Indians went to
a pigeon roost near Atoka; one
climbed a tree to slay the birds
with a stick; the limb ppon
which he was, broke, he fell fall-
ing on two others. One was
killed and the other two badly
hurt.

in the

Sax Axroxio must certainly
be a poor town for office seek-
ers, The position of market
master with a salary of 115 per
month was wvacant and only
cight men mustered up courage
cnough to apply for it. Ifthe
office-seckers had done their
duty there would have been at
least eight hundred applications,

e

Tue State Teachers' conven-
tion met at Austin on Tuesday.
About fifty delegates were pres-
ent. A permanent organiza-
tion was effected by the elec-
tion of W. C. Crane, president,
W. C. Rote and others vice
presidents.  Various: commit-
tees were appointed. Much
good is expected from this
meeting.

Tae San Antonio Espress
thus delicately alludes to the
numerous bills which have been
introduced in the legislature:

The state will be able to turn
quite a pretty pennyand do con-
siderable towards relieving the
overbardencd taxpayers by sell-
ing as old paper the bills that
have been introduced the pres-
ent session, and which will nev-
er be heard of again.

- - - nd .
Is Missouri no license is re-
quired for getting married. The

consequence has been that all

the run-away couples from lili-
nois go over to Missouri and
get marricd by justices of the
peace and ministers. A St
Louis minister who married a
a couple when the lady was un-
der age was fined $200 by the
courts and now all the ministers
want'a licence law so as to be
relieved of any responsibility.
-—

James H. Brirrox, Barton
Bates and E. P. Curtis, promi-
nent citizens of St. Louis, have
been indicted by the United
States grand jury on charges of
crookedness in connection with
the National Bank of the State
of Mo., which “busted” about
two years ago. Britton was
president of the bank, Bates a
director and Curtis the cashier.
Among other things it i5 charg-
ed that they made false state-
meats regarding the condition
of the bank.

- e -

Tue Austin Statesiwan com-
plains that persons go to the
news stands and buying a paper
fora mickle bang arcund and
read balf a dozen other papers.
There is a great deal of human

about man, and the per-

| on who borruws, begs or steals

]thu man who

his neighbor’s paperis geneally
complains that

| there is nothing in it or that it

ustin Stazesman curtly

is of no account. He proves
his assertions by always hunt-
ing it up, reading it and never
paying far it.
et = T
Ix Lampasas Ira Johnson,cal-
ored, stole a pocket lenife, worth

perhaps six-bitss He was ar-

| rested and tried in the county
| court.

His punishment was as-
sessed at one day's imprison-
mient in the county jail and a
fine of 10, His trial and cong
viction probably cost the coun-
ty 825, and in addition to this
he may have been confined in
jail for several months at an ex-
pense of 40 cents a day to hos
cst tax payers, The $io fine
he is probably unable to pay

1 o

. - L]
and it will be necessary to keep

him in jail anothier meath or
hire him out as 4 county convict

and let han run away. The law

i this respect i3 very. defective
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Tue bill to restnict the immi-
gration of Chinese passed the
house by a vote of 155 to 72.
It makes it a misdemeanor pun-
ishable by fine and imprison-
ment for the master of any ves-
sel to take on board at Chinese
or any foreign port, more than
fiftcen Chinese passengers with
intent to bring them to the Uni-
ted States. The act takes cf-
fect July 1, 1870.

A rortrarTof Davy Crockett
has been painted by a NewYork
artist and sent to the capitol at
Austin, Acorrespondent of the
San Antonio Express says it
does not bear any resemblance
to the orginal, and were the
complexion of a different color
it would readily pass for a “big
injun,” The picture was paint-
ed on speculation and sent to
Austin tor sale.

e - -

Tue roAD LAW is fearfully and
wonderfully made. The Colum-
bus Cifzzem man isn't 45. He
and his comps have been order-
cd out. He soliloquizes as fol-

lows:

L w

L

Printers make ex-
cellent road workers, speaking
in a Pickwickian sense. By the
way, why isit the law forces mu-
nicipal citizens to work the'road
in the country and the streets
in town? Is thereany “uniform
taxation” about this?

Tae Denison MNewes tells of a
bristal and bloody murder com-
milted in the beautiful Indian’
Terntory on the Canadian river.
A wan and woman, Indians, liv-
ed in a cabin on the river some
25 miles from the M, K. & T.
railroad. A man who rode up
to the house found the body of
the woman sitting in an old
rocking-chair, minus her head.
The head had been chopped off
with an‘axc and put in a wash
pot.

-

Tue Fairficld Recardes learns
from two gentlemen who went
to Alabama and Georgia to get
hands that both states have
passed laws requiring every per-
son who solicits people to emi-
grate to pay a license of Sroo
in each county they solicit in.
The consequence was they met
with poor success. One suc-
ceeded in getting several white
families in Alabama ; the other
went to South Carolina and
brought on a lot of colored peo-

ple.
-——

Tre San Antonio Espress
says Gov. Roberts could afford
considerable relief to the excited
minds of a considerable number
of people in Western Texas by
issuimg his proclamation order-
ing a special election to fill the
vacant seat in congress.
many reputable geatleman have
their eyes turned toward the na-
tional capital and much valuable
time would be saved by a speedy
clection. A good many are to
be disappointed and the sooner
they know their fate the better
it will be for all co
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A FALSE MOTTO-
“ Retrenchment and  re- |
is the watch word in both !
Ev-
, s anxious
scure a record of this kind |
to parade befi nstitu-
Many of our readers,
says the Marshal Feald,
regard this a favorable
but we donot,. Experience

that such lem
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It is said that ncver before
was there before such a scram-

ble for office; there were no less

than nine candidates for chap-
lain, Nearly every one of them
had friends who made specches
in behalf of their favorite. It
15 estimated that the house spent
$400 of the public money in
the election of a chaplain whose
salary is §5 per day.

The legislature has now been
in session two weeks, and noth-
ing of any importancethas been
done; there has been no legisia-
tion of any public importance.
Nearly every member has a pet
hobby supplemented by a bill
of some kind. The list of bills
presented, named simply by
their caption, alrcady males a
formidable showing. Itis bare-
ly probible that one-tenth of
them will ever become laws. In
the meanwhile public business
is neglected and the time of the
committces is spent in useless
labor. It is to be hoped that in
a few days all the members will
have succeeded in introducing
their various schemes, and that
the actual work of the session
will begin in earnest.

Retrenchment and reform is
a very good motto, but there is
such a thing as saving at the
spigot while the bung isleaking.
Simply cutting down a few sal-
aries and perhaps impairing the
efficiency of the service render-
ed is neither retrenchment nor
reform, but accomplishes just
the opposite of what 1s perhaps
honestly intended as a movein
In some
instances no doubt the salaries
and fees of officers are extrav-
agant and should be curtaileds

Salarios ws, Fons.

The bill to abolish fees of the
offices of district and county
clerks, assessors, - collectors,
treasures and sherifis and sub-
stitute regular salaries will no
doubt receive the approbation
ofa vast majority of the people.
The office of collector in the
wealthy counties of Téxas is in
many cases almost a sinecure.
The fees range from $4000 to
high as $i12,000 or §15,000.
Such pay is enormous and en-
tirely out of keeping with the
present hard times. The fees
of clerks, asscssors and treas-
urers are in many of the coun-
ties unduly large and out of
proportion . to the service
rendered. In  this con-
nection itgmay not be amiss
to note the salaries paid United
States officers. First-class post-
masters get but £4,000 per year;
these include offices like those
of New York, Boston and all
the principle cities in the coun-
try. At this salary there ap-
pears to be no difficulty in secu-
ring fast-class talent. In St
Louis, Mo., under the fec system
the fees of the clerk of the cir-
cuit court amounted to $20,000
a year; those of the recorder of
deeds to some $12,000 or $15,-
000; the legislature of that state
some years ago found that these
officers had two big a thing and
passed a law abolishing the fees
of office and substituting a stip-
ulated salary, all fees over and
above the salary to go to the
state and county. This system
has been found to work well,
and there is no reason why it
should not do equally well in
The proposed bill al-
lows the county courts to fix the
salaries of the offices, but limits
theamount. Under this regula-

what all the officers would be |
well paid for their services, but
they could not become bloated
bondholders a very few
years.

in

Tue shooting and killing of
the shenff of Palo Pinto county
at Austin on the 23d inst. is
state. Both men |
were peace officers and were
away from home on civil busi-
ness, yet both men were armed

This case
alone should be sufficient to
cause the legislature to pass a

support.

carrying of deadly weapons. Of-

| deem it,
]

| is]..‘

ficers should not be allowed to
carry arms unless onactive duty

COUNTY SCEIP.

At present, scrip is

slow sale at 73
the doll:

county
to SO cents on

Md  court

allowing the

ctor to receive but
of the
taxes in

we per  cont,
ad

s there
with

and it is only receiva-

valorum
5 no money in
which to re-

SCTip.
the treasury
for taxes in limited amounts,
as a matter of course itisata
fieavy disconnt and must incvi-
tabily continue to be so until it
is made receivable for taxes, or
there is money in the treasury
to pay it. As long as scripis
depreciated the county will be
compelled to pay from 25 to 33
per eent. more for all her pur-
chases and contracts in order to
equalize the price. In other
words parties furnishing the
county anything arc compelled
to overcharge in order to ob-
tain thg value of the articles
furnished or Iabor done.

County collector Harvin in-
forms the Baxxer that, in his
opinion, if scrip was receivable
for all the county tax it could
all be redeemed in less than a
year, after which time, if not
issued too freely it would be
worth dollar for dollar. The
county commissioners fave not
published a statement of the
county finances since last vear,
and until a full statement is
published no one can know ex-
actly what condition the county
is in financially. The statement
should be full and complete,

1 showing the amount expended

for jurors, kecping prisoners,
lunatics and paupers and the
amount of scrip issued for the
support of paupers out of the
jail together with other items of
general interest to the tax pay-
ers who like to know what be-
comes of their money.

Reading Room-

The Brydn Filat contain a
long communication setling
forth the necessity of a public
library. Theprobability is that
a majority of the people fully
agree with the writer and this is
the end of the matter. About
cightcen months ago Brenham
took the public library fever and
went so far as to establish a
reading room; it was duly open-
ed and appropriately written up
in the Baxxer at the time. 1lav-
ing succceded in establishing a
public reading room the inter-
est-in it began to wane. There
were a few books and a consid-
able number of superannuated
newspapers and old maga-
zines; the room was regu-
larly kept open of evenings,
for several' months, but for
some reason readers did not
come and after awhile the pub-
lic reading room was closed and
is now well nigh forgotten. Its
failure is not due to want of en-
terprise on the part of the foun-
ders, but to the apathy of the
people themselves; the boysand
young men for whose benefit it
was chiefly intended found more
pleasure and a more congenial
occupation in loafing on the
street corners or in playing bil-
liards, pool and pigeon-hole,
than in reading, unless they got
hold of a police gazette or some
“‘moral” book of a similar char-
acter. The real trouble is in
the education of the boys. We
do not despair of yet having a
public library.

-

Gov. RoserTs has sent a mes-
sage to the legislature in which
he presents in a forcible man-
ner the present condition of the
State’s finances. The outlook
is by no means favorable; only
by the most rigid economy can
the revenues be made to meect
the expenses ; he does not pro-
pose to increase taxation, but to
reduce expenses. The peniten-
tiary at Rusk is finished but can
not be used without being put

It may be let out to
without additional ex-
pense.  DPresent requirements,
including legislative expenses.
cannot be promptly met unless
some way of accelerating pay-
ment of taxes is provided. He
announces a deficiency of $300,-
o000 and recommends that the
school lands be sold in tracts of
040 acres by an agent of his
own appointing

ar

in order.

lessees

for schoul pur-
poses and that the school tax
raised on property be devoted

to general expenses.
b — A P ——

A pict has been introduced
in the Pennsylvania legislature
for the abolition of capital pun-
tshment and the substitution
therefor of solitary confinement
for life at hard labor. As be-
ween the two, many criminals
would prelcr hanging,

Loegislative.

Senate, Jan. 27. —A number
of committee reports werc e

1r, and strangeasit m ay i“ ved,
learned "‘\'I.'U—‘

Favorably on bill to change

| jurisdiction of eounty courts and
| contorm jurisdiction of district

courts to such change.

Favorably on bill to suppress
tramps.

Recommended that bill to
regulate fees of collectors be re-
ferred to finance committec.

Message from the house an-
of a bill to
defray contingent expenses of
sixteenth legislature,

nouncing passage

Recommending of
bill to authorize special tax in
counties where it may be neces-
sary to construct courthouses
and jails.

Joint committee recommend-
ed to investigate the asylums.

A number of bills and reso-
lutions were referred.

House—Among the bills and
resolutions offered are:

By Mr. Guy: Amending the
fence law.

By Mr. Sledge: Radically
changing the road law.

By Mr. Polly, (of Wilson):
To require elections for district
attorneys for every judicial dis-
trict in the State.

The usual routine business
was gone through with.

Senate. Tan. 28.—The gov-
crnor in 4 message recommends
a supreme court of nine judges;
that district attorneys be ap-
pointed by the governor and
that county courts be divested
of all business except probate,
etc.

The proper committees re-
ported resolution providing for
printing 100 copies of the act
regulating railroads.

Resolution that committee on
military affairs report a bill sub-
stituting a smaller force for the
fronticr battallion.

Message from the governor
nominating T. J. Goree for su-
perintendent of the penitentiary.

Bill to secure railway employes
their pay, etc., passed under sus-
pension of the rules.

Mr. Terrell, by consent, ofi-
ecred the memorial of Durant
and Merrick asking relief as
counsel for the state in the bond
case.

House.—The question of em-
ploying four committee clerks
was discussed for an hour and
half when the resolution was
adopted.

Mr. Estes: to repeal the law
branching the supreme court.

Mr. Gaither: to recognize
barbed wire fences as lawfal.

Mr. Sledge: providing a court
to try criminal cases in each
county to remain open all the
time.

By Smith, of Harris: To con-
stitnte offices of assessors, col-
lectors, sheriffs, treasurers, and
county and district clerks sala-
ried offices, the county courts to
fix salarics and placing limits,

Further time was asked to
consider a bill regulating ril-
roads.

The yellow fever joint resolu-

tion of Mr. Bryan has passed
both houses.

Senate, Jan, 20.—The com-

passage

?mittce reported faverably on

bill authorizing county judges
to solemnize marriages.

Favorably on bill allowing
counties to levy a tax for build-
ing courthouses and jails.

Favorably on bill to provide
for appropriation of public land
to build a new state-house.

Reported substitute for bill to
make bail bonds Kens on real
estate of securites on bonds.

By Mr. Stewart:  Bill to pro-
vide for disposal of public free
school lands, and to secure pro-
ceeds for benefit of said schools.

The question whether 300 or
1000 copics of the governors
message be printed was discus-
sed, consuming timz c¢nough to
have paid for seyeral thousand.
It was finally agreed that 1000
be printed.

House.— Petition asking for
exemption of feed and livery
stables from occupation tax.

By Mr. Gaither: Petition with
bill. The petition comes from the
state grange; the bill appropria-
tes $20,000 to provide forin-
struction in agricultural and me-
chanical sciénces at Bryan col-
lege.

Unfavorable reports were
made on a number of bills,
among them the amendment to
law regulating carryving of con-
cealed weapons.  Favorably on
bill to require service of courts
published in county papers, and
bill permitting partics in crimi-
nal cases to testify in their cases,

Committee on  roads and
bridges, reported adversely on
bill amending road law.

Bill repealing the dog tax
passed.

Bill amending law so asto
strike out exemption  from tax-
ation of notes given for
was passed,

— The Dago band is
Round Rock.

— In  Willidmaon
wheat and oats are
well.

— Colorado county planters
arc busy getting ready for the
next crop.

" countirt g
lookig

— Pneumonii of a malignant
type is prevalent in portions of
Polk county.

— Andrew Vincent commit-
ted suicide in San Antonio by
shooting himself.

railroad is now creating a great b
stir in Polk county:

— A colored citizen of M—
son is known as the pmpietnt 8

of the “jackass team.”

— Mike Coen, a railroader.
was run oven and ki&ed"irthﬁ 8
Central yards at Dallas. .

— A Columbus toharmmst_ -
advertises thecelebrated “Hum- |

— Peterson's store at Coke, |
McLennan county, was burglar- |
ized and robbed, on the 24th of
$200 worth of goods. '

— A young man named Hal- |
laman was found murdered at
Seguin. His skull had been
fractared with a pick handie.

— Judge L. W. Moore is ex-
pected in Bellville sometime
during the present week to hear
the Scurry Foster habeas cor-
pus case. -

— Livingston, Folk coud
issoon to beacity. B
narrow grauge railway and 1
Polk county Panne isto b
about this result.

— In Llano county
body is “busted” or very
up” and no relief is pro

— Gambling in Round nﬁ' h

ties says there is signs of day
breaking in Fort Bend county.
and immigrants are beginning
to come into the connty. (on
— A Scotch colony has been
started in Atascosa county.
Several Sctochmen have l'm!gﬁt
land and propose going axten- |
sively into the dairy business
and manufacture of cheese. |
— Dr. Wm. Perry, who prae- |
ticed medicine in Texas when |
the Indians were roaming over |
Freestone county, died at his |
home in that county on the i14th
inst. He was nearly 100 years |
old.

—In Dallas awheat'ra.g\m
was driven by a booby. The
booby allowed his wagon to |

buggy was much damaged and |

ground,

— Bell county's county court
has purchased the Bob Turner
farm, in Tennessee Valley,tobe |
used as a poor farm; the price
paid was §i450. Part of the
land has been rented out at 3¢
Jper acre, cash.

—They had a breeze at Lock-
hart, Caldwell county, on Sun-
day last. Thirty-nine buildings
were blown down and damaged.
The Houston house and Preshy<
terian church were com P
blown down; the court house, |
Masonic hall and B
church were badly dz

— Bremond's narrow guage | arti)

is now about supptmd M’W S

18
collide with a doctor's buggy; the || o

the doctor was spilled on the |




